
	

	

  INQUIRY DESIGN MODEL 
                                                                         

 

Compelling Question 
How did My Old Kentucky Home reflect and shape attitudes about race and 
identity in 19th century Kentucky–and what does that legacy mean today? 

 

 

Standards and Practices 
 

 

• HS.UH.KH.1-Analyze how Kentuckians influence and are influenced by major national developments 
in U.S. history from 1877-present. 

• HS.UH.I.UE.2-Gather information and evidence from credible sources representing a variety of 
perspectives relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in U.S. History. 

• HS.UH.I.UE.3-Use appropriate evidence to construct and revise claims and counterclaims relevant to 
compelling and/or supporting questions in U.S. History. 

• HS.UH.I.CC.1-Engage in meaningful discussion/democratic discourse and respect diverse opinions 
relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in U.S. History. 

• US.UH.I.CC.2-Engage in disciplinary thinking and construct arguments, explanations or public 
communications relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in U.S. History. 

• US.UH.I.CC.3-Engage in disciplinary thinking and applying appropriate evidence to propose a solution 
or design an action plan relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in the U.S. History. 

 

 

Staging the Question 
 

 

Students will listen to 2 clips of My Old Kentucky Home. They will then answer these questions. 1) What kind 
of mood or feeling does this song create? 2) If you had to guess, what do you think this song is about? 3) Why 
might people feel emotional or proud when they hear it? 4) What kind of identity or tradition might this song 
represent?  

 

 

 

Summative Performance Task 

 

You will participate in a mock committee tasked with making a 
recommendation to the state government on whether you believe Kentucky 
should keep “My Old Kentucky Home” as the official state song or replace it 
with a new state song that better reflects Kentucky’s modern values. You will 
present a recommendation report that clearly outlines your recommendation 



	

	

that includes 1) Historical context 2) cultural significance 3) racial 
implications 4) Counterarguments and challenges 5) final recommendation. 
	

You will present your recommendation to the class and respond to questions 
from other committees. After completing this task, you will engage in an 
individual post-discussion analysis.  
	

You will present your recommendation to our class.  
	

• My Old Kentucky Home Student Reflection Prompt 
• Group Roles & Norms Handout 
• Committee Recommendation Graphic Organizer 
• My Old Kentucky Home Facilitation Guide for Cross-Committee 

Dialogue and Debate 
• Post-Discussion and Reflection Activity 

 

  ` 

Supporting 

 Question 1 

 

What were minstrel shows, and why were they so popular in Kentucky and the 
U.S. in the mid-1800s? 

 

 

 

Formative  

Performance 

Task 

 

Write a claim that answers the supporting question. 

Featured Sources: 

• Document A: Minstrel Advertisements 
• Document B: Blackface: The Sad History of Minstrel Shows 
• Answer Sheet 1: What Were Minstrel Shows? 

 

 

Supporting 

 Question 2 

 

How was My Old Kentucky Home connected to minstrel performances and the 
culture of the time? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IkUvaCtv3p31EBVZ2558bPaomlx6ZkwYo6nphB-C400/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18qB6Ie7uNv3z8Hyq83J6-aPOhfa4T0YNwNhGdptjJ-0/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nowb1JHyD7PvZulXxHCEWSwdrhenx7teKGYKq6ENXL4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jhp98ASldppDJg3X6Yunfk960MQ7_FCrPUaM6JhiCGQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jhp98ASldppDJg3X6Yunfk960MQ7_FCrPUaM6JhiCGQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B7hF9HYy1RAw87Z3rDwdAMYmP5H3Gnub-5jSS9gvecs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jdLpROZQgQEk1PQBzvgpf7fbG5bs6diSB0HmM18Aovg/copy
https://www.americanheritage.com/blackface-sad-history-minstrel-shows
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K5nbsic1gyGIX2D98e36lm9_rySVFemeANGA8aEE9Z4/copy


	

	

 

 

 

Formative  

Performance 

Task 

 

Write a museum placard (approx. 200-250 words) for an exhibit titled: 
“Performing Nostalgia: My Old Kentucky Home on the Minstrel Stage” 

Featured Sources: 

• Document A: Negro Minstrel Melodies 
o Please read the preface. 

• Document B: Original Lyrics to My Old Kentucky Home from Song of 
America website 

• Document C: Sheet Music My Old Kentucky Home as performed by 
Christy’s Minstrels 

• Document D: American Experience: Stephen Foster 
• Document E: American Experience Blackface Minstrelsy 

 

 

Supporting  

Question 3 

 

 

What ideas about slavery, race, and nostalgia are expressed in the lyrics of My 
Old Kentucky Home? 

 

 

Formative  

Performance 

Task 

 

Lyric and Context Analysis 

 

Featured Sources: 

• Document A: 1853 lyrics of My Old Kentucky Home 
• Document B: New Lyrics of My Old Kentucky Home 
• Document C: “The Complicated Legacy of ‘My Old Kentucky Home’” 
• Document D: Good Day Louisville Interview with Emily Bingham, 

author of “My Old Kentucky Home: The Astonishing Life and 
Reckoning of an Iconic American Song” 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/home
https://urresearch.rochester.edu/institutionalPublicationPublicView.action?institutionalItemId=19109&versionNumber=1
https://songofamerica.net/song/my-old-kentucky-home/
https://songofamerica.net/song/my-old-kentucky-home/
https://digital.library.pitt.edu/islandora/object/pitt%3A31735061834606#page/1/mode/2up/search/My+Old+Kentucky+Home
https://digital.library.pitt.edu/islandora/object/pitt%3A31735061834606#page/1/mode/2up/search/My+Old+Kentucky+Home
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/foster/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/foster-blackface-minstrelsy/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MovITF_LrI_PxgWPKC2sB1TDTeCQP8bHiWQ-hye0j5k/copy
https://songofamerica.net/song/my-old-kentucky-home/
https://www.visitmyoldkyhome.com/lyrics-to-my-old-kentucky-home
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/complicated-legacy-my-old-kentucky-home-180975719/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMEDiXVupr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMEDiXVupr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMEDiXVupr8


	

	

 

Supporting 

Question 4 

 

How has the song’s meaning evolved in Kentucky from the 1850s to today-and 
why is it still debated? 

 

 

Formative  

Performance 

Task 

 

Formative Performance Task 

Featured Sources: 

• Document A: Video of former Governor A.B. “Happy” Chandler 
singing the song at a UK basketball game 

• Document B: “My Old Kentucky Home: Preserving Tradition Amidst 
a Complex Legacy” 

• Document C: “Slavery and Freedom in the Bluegrass State” by 
Gerald L. Smith (introduction only) 

 

 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l1pJfhNBECHnuUN6Vz_WiPu1ApoJWmMtJdPZ3-KIBYk/copy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsQj46swDvI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsQj46swDvI
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yEfmdDtCn5sy8wPCSD7nMg7A1r0FtRvlVci0oa8E31M/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yEfmdDtCn5sy8wPCSD7nMg7A1r0FtRvlVci0oa8E31M/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NtpjQAmuyP_mX_InVB5VNxLAYUdSFrRL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NtpjQAmuyP_mX_InVB5VNxLAYUdSFrRL/view?usp=sharing

