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Compelling Question To what extent did Muhammad Ali, as a prominent athlete and member of a
marginalized community, bear a social responsibility to justice and equity?

Standards and Practices

KY Standard(s)
HS.UH.KH.1: Examine how Kentuckians influence and are influenced by major national developments in
U.S. history from 1877-present.

AP African American Studies Standard(s)
4.19.a: Describe the contributions of Black athletes to sports in the nineteenth century and beyond.

4.19.b: Explain how African American athletes in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries have contested
discrimination and advocated for racial equality.

Staging the Question

Take a Stand...or a Knee

Objective: To introduce the themes of social protest, fame, and social responsibility by having students
consider the risks and impact of athlete activism through the example of Colin Kaepernick and connect it to
the larger question: “What responsibility do celebrity athletes have to society?”

NiBhastnEisA el aout oMb @ Creating a Magazine Cover on Black Athletes who Advocated for Equality

Modern Athletes Activism and DEI Bans

Extension

“The Federal Government have passed executive orders banning Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion (DEI) programs at public college and universities.
These policies often result in the elimination of staff and programs that
support students from marginalized backgrounds.

Now imagine a group of Black college athletes a major university decides to
refuse to play until DEI programs are restored. Would this be an effective
protest? What might the risks and consequences be? How might it mirror or



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rWnTrAowblJg9r19Te95wLqge2aw0qS8djGC_2PF4Ys/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IAFHMiwJgQFon3gIxnK1rZPIkTUqJjIgi7RKmoAHyoU/copy

differ from what Muhammad Ali and Colin Kaepernick did? Write 1.2
paragraphs responding.: Consider 1) Responsibility vs. Risk 2) The power of
athletes on college campus, 3) whether activism should be part of an
athlete’s role.

Supporting
Question 1 How do social structures, rules, and systems shape individuals’ experiences
and identities?

Write a paragraph in response to this prompt:

Formative
Performance “How do Muhammad Ali’s life experiences-as told in ‘The Importance of

Task being Muhammad Ali” help you understand the idea that identity is shaped
by social structures and systems? What did Ali do to resist or redefine those
roles?”

e “The Importance of Muhammad Ali” by Thomas Hauser
Featured e Roll The Dice Instructions
Sources e Discussion Questions
e “Five Stages of Manhood”
e SQ 1: “Five Stages of Black Manhood” Graphic Organizer
Supporting Was Ali’s draft resistance morally courageous?

Question 2

Citing evidence from the documentary, respond to the following question:

Formative

Performance “Moral courage is having the bravery to act based on what you think is right,
Task even if there may be negative consequences to doing so. Was Ali’s draft
resistance morally courageous?”’



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iFIUmrvnm3fispiQW5j6edocHwBhuFE0/view
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ckdZjdtOK2ztYtDMPOpoTylfFP4EAcqGlfE-6ndnr2E/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QIFue79H55SCmd03MsRpSsZlqZaa8KUG9FlQzOzf4Ao/copy
https://www.ebony.com/5-stages-of-black-manhood/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V1w_rKc-DGIrOIglTp2ClaOMHuGZ--04ZZTkEuaylik/copy

e Source A: Ken Burns Muhammad Ali Video 1: Cassius Clay’s
Featured Childhood and Family Dynamics
Sources e Source B: Ken Burns Muhammad Ali Video 2: Clay Begins
Attending Nation of Islam Temple.
e Source C: Ken Burns Muhammad Ali Video 3: What’s in a Name?

Answer Sheet for SQ 2
Supporting Was being an “exception,” being celebrated and upheld as a hero by white
Question 3 Americans during the 1960s and 1970s, conditional for Ali?

Support, modify or refute this statement:
Formative
Performance “One of the central themes we see play out throughout the documentary is
Task that the idea of American Exceptionalism allows the American public to love
and cherish an elite Black athlete while refusing to make social or structural
changes that would increase racial equity and make life better for Black
Americans more broadly.”

Featured e Source A: Ken Burns Muhammad Ali Video 1: The Greatest
Sources e Source B: Ken Burns Muhammad Ali Video 2: The Rivalry
e Source C: Ken Burns Muhammad Ali Video 3: Ali Speaks Out
Against White Supremacy/MLK Assassination
e Answer Sheet for SQ 3



https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/muhammad-ali/muhammad-ali-episode-2-full-episode-extras/
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/muhammad-ali/muhammad-ali-episode-3-full-episode-extras/
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/muhammad-ali/muhammad-ali-episode-3-full-episode-extras/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mKhYmDE9ooeX2uOaQc6Ooa4NRRjzzzVz2_NxSIm_pJw/copy
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/muhammad-ali/muhammad-ali-episode-1-full-episode-extras/
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/muhammad-ali/muhammad-ali-episode-2-full-episode-extras/
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/muhammad-ali/muhammad-ali-episode-2-full-episode-extras/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zlj0Y-hOJZaMkUL0qAki354qM1BkR9WbDUU6jQC714s/copy

